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Migration to the Americas
• Ice Age
• Crossing over from Asia

– Land routes
– Coastal routes

• Spread south

• Other possible migrations?
–

Climate of the Americas
• North America
• South America
• hurricanes
• El Niño.
American Domesticated Animals
• South America:  llama, alpaca
• North America:  turkey.
Olmecs (by 1000 BCE)
• Ecological diversity of settlement sites
• Ceremonial centers

– La Venta
– San Lorenzo.

Olmecs, 1200-400 BCE
• Agricultural base

–maize
– squash
– beans.

Olmecs, 1200-400 BCE
• Monumental sculpture
• Monumental architecture

• Writing: not translated
– Base-20 number system
– Calendar:  260 days/365 days.

•

Andean cultures

• Mountain slopes:  microclimates
• El Niño (variable climate)
•

•

Andean Cultures
• Chavín de Huántar

– City in Andes mountains
–Heavily imitated by others in region
– Evidence of shamanistic religion.
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– Evidence of shamanistic religion.

Adena and Hopewell Cultures
• Agriculture (including maize)
• Ceremonial sites (ridges, mounds)
• Roads
•

Chronology of American Cultures
• Crossing of land bridge, 20,000 BCE
• Development of agriculture, 5000-4000 BCE
• Domestication of maize, 4000 BCE
• Olmecs, 1200-900 BCE
• Chavín de Huántar, 1000-200 BCE
• Hopewell culture, 200 BCE-500 CE

Pacific Islands
• Austronesian language family
• Phases of migration

– To Malaysia, Philippines, Indonesia
– To  Melanesia
– From Melanesia
– From Marquesas Islands

• Hawaii
• Easter Island
• New Zealand.

•

Pacific Islands
• Migration over water

– navigational information
– double-hulled canoes 
– sails and paddles
–Non-perishable foods.
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