The  Profile
________________________________________________________________________
The present-day Tennessee State University exists as a result of the merger of Tennessee State University and the former University of Tennessee branch campus in Nashville. The latter institution began in 1947 as an extension center of the University of Tennessee, and was empowered by the UT Board of Trustees to offer two years of resident credit in 1960. This was extended to three years of resident credit in 1963 and finally to a four-year degree granting evening school. When the General Assembly approved the school as a bona fide UT campus and authorized the construction of a new campus only a few miles from Tennessee State University, a group of biracial citizens filed the U.S. Supreme Court case of Rita Sanders (Geier) v.Governor Ellington  (1968), which resulted in the merger of the two instituions on July 1, 1979. 

Through other successive and laborious stages of history, Tennessee State University has developed from a normal school for Negroes to its current status. By virtue of a 1909 act of the General Assembly, the Agricultural and Industrial State Normal School for Negroes was created, along with three other state normal schools, and began serving students on June 19, 1912, under its first president, William Jasper Hale. In 1922, the institution was raised to the status of a four-year teacher’s college—as were Tennessee’s other three normal schools, and was empowered to grant the bachelor’s degree. A dean of the college then was selected, and eight students constituted the first college graduating class in June 1924. In 1925 the institution became known as the Tennessee A. & I. State Normal Teachers College, then, in 1927, dropping “Normal” from the title. In 1930, the institution discontinued the preparatory and  grammar diplomas, the high school was disbanded completely by 1936, and the word “Teachers” was dropped from the title.

Tennessee A. & I. State College began listing a few graduate courses in 1935. And because NAACP lawyers filed the court desegregation case of Redmond v. University of Tennessee (1937), the State of Tennessee began to provide out-of-state fellowships for Negro students. When the Redmond case was refiled by the plaintiffs in 1941, and then, in 1942, a similar case was appealed to the Tennessee Supreme Court, the General Assembly authorized the State Board of Education to further upgrade educational programs and establish graduate studies, leading to the masters’s degree at Tennessee A. & I. State College for Negroes. The program began June 1942, with the institution’s first master’s degree awarded in June 1944.

The State Board of Education granted university status in August 1951, when the institution was named Tennessee A. & I. State University. The institution reorganized itself into schools of Arts and Sciences, Education, Engineering, and the Graduate School. Provisions were made to later upgrade agriculture, business, and home economics to school status. TSU was elevated to a full-fledged land-grant university by the State Board of Education in August 1958 with a new structure: School of Arts and Sciences, School of Education, School of Engineering, School of Agriculture and Home Economics, Graduate School, Division of Business, Division of Extension and Continuing Education, and the Department of Aerospace Studies, with deans, directors, and department heads. On December 18, 1968, the Board of Education approved the name Tennessee State University, dropping the initials “A. & I.” On May 8, 1969, the General Assembly passed enabling legislation, making official the name Tennessee State University.
After being governed by the State Board of Education since 1912,  TSU was placed under the governance of the newly formed Tennessee Board of Regents in 1972. The university faculty and staff organized additional schools: School of Allied Health Professions (1974), School of Business (1974), and School of Nursing (1979). Currently, Tennessee State University consists of the College of Arts and Sciences, College of Business, College of Education, College of Engineering, Technology and Computer Science, School of Agriculture and Consumer Sciences, School of Allied Health Professions, School of Nursing, and School of Graduate Studies; there are two Centers of Excellence for research, and other academic support units, research, and public service programs. The institution offers 43 bachelor’s degrees, 24 master’s degrees, the Ph.D. degree in four areas, and the Ed.D. degree. 

The institution has enjoyed memberships in several educational associations. The American Medical Association listed A. & I. State College as class “A” in 1930, and approved the institution to offer a pre-medical curriculum. In 1931, Tennessee A. & I. State Teachers College became the first Negro college to be granted initial membership into the American Association of Teachers Colleges, and gained formal admission in 1933. By 1939, the AATC  granted the institution an “A” rating. The institution became a member of the Mid-Western Athletic Conference in 1934. Under  the leadership of A. & I. administrators, the National Association of Collegiate Deans and Registrars was organized on the campus in 1933. By 1942, Tennessee A. & I. State College was a member of the Teachers College Extension Association. In 1945 Tennessee A. & I. State College moved to the regional accrediting association, the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools (SACS) and received from that association an “A” rating in 1946, then full accreditation on December 4, 1958, and has been repeatedly reaffirmed for accreditation by SACS. Tennessee State University also belongs to other accrediting associations.

Tennessee State University has had six permanently appointed presidents: William J. Hale 1912-1943), Walter S. Davis (1943-1968), Andrew P. Torrence (1968-1974), Frederick S. Humphries (1975-1985), Otis F. Floyd (1986-1990), and James A. Hefner (1991- ), and three acting presidents: Charles B. Fancher (fall, 1975); Roy Peterson (1985-1986); George Cox (fall 1990-April 1991). 

Tennessee State University, an 1890 land-grant institution, is a major state-assisted, urban and comprehensive university, with a unique combination of characteristics and history that differentiates the university from others and shapes its instructional, research, and service programs designed to serve metropolitan Nashville, Middle Tennessee, the State of Tennessee, the nation, and the global community. The university is committed to maintaining its diverse student body, faculty, and staff. 

