Tennessee State University

Department of Communications

Theater Practice
Theatre 1120
Instructor:  

Mark Collino
Office:  215
Telephone:  963-7646
E-Mail:  mcollino@tnstate.edu
Office Hours:

Monday, Wednesday 8:00 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.

Tuesday, Thursday 10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
& by appointment  
Required Text:  

The complete syllabus and course schedule is available on myTSU. Log into your myTSU account, open the "My Courses" channel, and then open the THTR 1120 or THTR 1110, Theater Practice, course. You will find the syllabus in the Files section. You can read, print, or download the syllabus from there. 

Check myTSU for this course frequently to find handouts, samples, PowerPoints, and other essential information.

Class Meets:
1:50 p.m. – 2:45 p.m. Monday, Wednesday
Performing Arts Center, Room 127
Course Overview:

(Prerequisite:  There is no prerequisite for this course.

(Course Description/Objectives:  The course is designed to introduce the student to the basic terms and skills of technical theatre.  This will be emphasized through lectures and practical shop time building scenery for TSU Productions. 

(Who Should Take This Course:  This course is appropriate for students interested in learning the basic skills required to build a show for production.
(Catalog Description of Course:  Theatre Practice: Introduction to theatre technology, stage terms, building of scenery.  Laboratory experience.

Course Competencies:  

All students successfully completing this course are expected to demonstrate the following competencies:

(Ability to identify and use multiple elements in technical theater.

(Ability to safely operate a variety of power and hand tools.

(Awareness of the technical aspects required to prepare for a production.

Structure of the Course:


The course will consist of a mixture of lecture, discussion, and practical construction of scenery in the shop.  

(Each student must attend all classes.

(Each student must participate in set construction.
(Each student must schedule 20 hours of practical time in the shop during the semester to apply the information learned during lecture and assist in the construction of the Departments productions. After the first class please provide in writing your class schedule and any conflicts you may have.  I will then set up construction teams and times for you to attend.  Missing a shop time is the same as missing a class for attendance purposes.
(Each student must supply and bring to a wood pencil and notebook. You must bring these to every class and every lab session.
(Each student must come dressed in appropriate clothes.  NO open toed shoes, any dresses or skirts.  No clothes that are too tight and restrict freedom of movement. I suggest jeans and a shirt that you don’t mid getting dirty or paint on.  YOU WILL GET PAINT ON YOUR CLOTHES.

Grading:


( Class attendance and participation will count 15 points toward the final grade. Midterm, will count 25 points.  Final exam will count 35 points.  Practical shop time with an emphasis on safety, participation and accuracy will count 15 points.  Quizzes and papers: will be given randomly will count 10 points. All points will be calculated at the appropriate percentage and letter grades will be distributed:  90 –100 is an A, 80-89 is a B, 70-79 is a C 60-69 is a D and anything below 59 is an F.  

(Extra credit is available for additional set construction time or crew participation during a production.  Extra credit may count no more than 10 of the final grade points.  Do extra work early.  DO NOT WAIT until after midterm as most of the work is done.  
Course Policies and Requirements:

(Attendance:  The nature of this class demands regular attendance and participation.  Two absences are allowed with a documented excuse.  Please provide written documentation that I may keep for my records concerning the reason. 
Tardiness:  Class will begin on time.  NO STUDENTS WILL BE ADMITTED 10 MINUTES AFTER CLASS HAS BEGUN. The door will be closed after 10 minutes.  Note:  Two LATE arrivals equal one absence.  No phones are allowed in class.  
*Students with 2 unexcused absences disqualify the possibility of getting an A in this class. 

* Professor only accepts two types of excuses for excused absences:

1. Funeral – student must present programs from funeral and must be immediate family member

2. Hospital Stay or Doctor’s Care – must submit documentation the day of return to class

(Make-ups/Late Submissions:  There will be no make-ups for midterm or final examination without a university excuse.  Approved make-ups will be done on a time permitting basis.  

General Suggestions for Success in this Class:

(Attend class regularly, if you miss a class check to find out what was covered from another classmate.

(Take notes during lecture. I strongly stress taking notes.  Brief quizzes will be given to check  your comprehension of material.

(Attend plays and dramatic showings as often as you can.  You must attend all   Department of Communications Theater productions and write a 2 page paper about the show.  The paper will focus on the tech aspects of the show not the acting.
(Be ready to begin work at the start of class.
(Volunteer to be a part of the run crew for one of the departments’ productions.

Academic Integrity:


You must do your own work; grading is on the basis of the work you do.    Information and ideas taken from other sources must be attributed, even if they are not direct quotations.  Plagiarism, cheating, and other violations of academic integrity, as spelled out in your TSU Student Handbook, will earn a grade of zero for that assignment.  If I find that you have shared work (i.e. been an accessory to plagiarism) your grade for that assignment will be zero as well.  If I find that you have copied on a test or shared answers (giving or receiving), your grade on that test will be zero.  No makeups are allowed on tests or assignments in violation of the standards of academic integrity.  Two such violations in the semester will result in a grade of F for the entire semester.

Classroom Decorum:


Attire:  REPEAT!!!  Due to the physical nature of the class, please do not wear inhibiting clothing (skirts, tight pants or low cut blouses) to class. No open toed shoes. Hair longer than your shoulder must be tied back.  Failure to do so will prevent you from participating in the construction of the scenery safely and your grade will be affected.  Please wear clothes you do not mind getting dirty or having paint on.  We have dressing rooms and lockers for your use to change into shop clothes. Be prepared to build scenery at anytime during class.
(Individual Conversations/Focus:  Classroom time is limited.  We must make effective use of the time we have.  We need to spend class time “on topic,” and with everyone focused on the subject at hand.  This means no individual conversations.  

(Pagers and cell phones:  Pagers and cell phones must be turned off during class time.  Please check your messages after class is over.  In case of an emergency, see me before class.  Disruption of classes by electronic devices or otherwise, is a violation of University regulations.

(Guests:  University policy states that, “only students registered for a course, instructors, and invited participating guest of the course are permitted in a classroom or laboratory during class sessions…An individual who has no function related to the course may not be claimed as a guest.  Animals, other than those trained to assist persons with disabilities are not permitted.  Food, drinks and smoking are prohibited.”

(Safety:  This above all is the most important.  Follow the dress codes given.  No talking, no drinks or food in class or the shop these rules are all for your safety.  If you are uncomfortable or feel unsafe doing an assigned task tell me.  Report any injuries.
CIVILITY CLAUSE

Civility in the Classroom: Students are expected to assist in maintaining a classroom environment, which is conducive to learning.  In order to assure that all students have an opportunity to gain from time spent in class, unless otherwise approved by the instructor, students are prohibited from using cellular phones or beepers, making offensive remarks, reading newspapers, sleeping, or engaging in any other form of distraction in the classroom.  In the case of a violation of this policy, the instructor will talk with the student about the inappropriate behavior immediately and will follow-up after class or with a scheduled meeting.  In the case of a second incident, the instructor will refer the student to the department chair who will schedule a meeting with the student.  At this meeting or any subsequent meeting, the chairperson will inform the student that repeated deviations from expected classroom behavior will result in an immediate referral to the Office of the Dean of Students for disciplinary action in accordance with the Code of Student Conduct at Tennessee State University. (Code of Conduct located pages 16-17 TSU Student Handbook)

Students with Disabilities:

The Department of Communications, in conjunction with the Office of Disabled Student Services, makes reasonable accommodations for qualified students with medically documented disabilities.  If you need an accommodation, please contact Dan Steely of TSU’s Disabled Student Services Office in the Floyd-Payne Campus Center x7400.  You must make the request for accommodation no later than the end of the second week of classes.

