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Tennessee State University
Department of Languages, Literature & Philosophy
ENGL 3710.01
Methods of Teaching High School English
Fall Semester, 2008
Instructor:
Dr. Luke A. Powers
Phone:
963-5726
Class Days/Times:
ENGL 3710 01 (9:40 - 11:05 am); ENGL 4724 01 (Variable)
Office Hours:  MWF: 9-11 am; TR: 9-11 am
Pre-requisites 
· Official Admission to Teacher Education Program
Required Text(s)

Maxwell, Rhoda and Mary Jordan Meiser.  Teaching English in Middle and Secondary 
Schools.  4th Ed.  New York: Prentice Hall.   A College Grammar Handbook (preferably The New Century Handbook, ed. Christine Hult and Thomas Hulkin, 4th Ed. New York: Pearson Education, 2008—although a previous edition or other recently published handbook will suffice.)  All other texts will be online.  
Catalog Description
A course in the methods of teaching English in the secondary schools. Clinical and field-based experiences which call for active participation by students are part of the course requirements. Required of all English majors in the Teacher Education Program. Prerequisite: official admission to Teacher Education Program.
Field Experience
Students must complete 15 hours of observation and participation experience in either a middle or high school English Language Arts class room.  This experience will expose students to the various topics of the course curriculum in a “live” class room setting and provide a “dry run” at their own student teaching experience (to be completed in ENGL 4724 Student Teaching in the Secondary Schools).  Students must write a reflective essay (1000-1500 words) on their field experience.  
Course Proficiencies (Content Knowledge, Skills, Dispositions)
The student who successfully completes this course will demonstrate a beginning teacher's level of mastery of teaching English Language Arts and thus be qualified to proceed to ENGL 4740 Student Teaching.  The successful student will meet the following standards: 

Knowledge
1) Students will demonstrate broad and in depth knowledge of the language arts to create meaningful learning experiences for all students.  

a) Tennessee Teacher Licensure Standards

i) D. Make connections among various literary selections and between literature 



and other fine arts. 

Assessment methods: final unit plan; examination; in-



class participation, including group projects.

ii) E. Relate a wide range of print and visual texts, both classical and 



contemporary, to students’ lives.  

Assessment methods: final unit plan; examination; in-class 

participation, including group projects.

iii) R. Teach students to communicate persuasively orally and in writing.

Assessment methods: final unit plan, reflective essays, in-class participation, including group projects and individual presentations.


iv) S. Incorporate questioning techniques that emphasize critical thinking, such 

as inference, evaluation, comparison, contrast, analysis, synthesis, criticism and appreciation.


Assessment methods: final unit plan, reflective essays, in-class 


participation, 
including group projects and individual presentations.


2) Students will be familiar with current issues in the field of teaching language arts.
a) Tennessee Teacher Licensure Standards


i) G. Teach stages of the writing process as they apply to a variety of tasks.

Assessment methods: final unit plan, examinations, in-class participation, 
including group projects and individual presentations.


ii) I. Know traditional grammatical concepts and teach them in an integrated 



context.




Assessment methods: final unit plan, examinations, in-class 




participation, 
including group projects and individual presentations.


iii). J.  Continue to develop reading strategies – such as pre-reading, questioning, 



predicting, accessing prior knowledge and vocabulary development – in 



order to improve comprehension.  

Assessment methods: final unit plan, examinations, in-class participation, 
including group projects and individual presentations


iv) P. Support the ongoing English language development of students whose first 




language is not English.

Assessment methods: final unit plan, reflective essays, 

examinations, in-class participation, including group projects and 

individual presentations.



v) Q. Teach students to apply English language arts across the curriculum.

Assessment methods: final unit plan, reflective essays, 

examinations, in-class participation, including group projects and 

individual presentations.



vi) T. Use a variety of formal and informal assessment techniques including 




observations, seminars, portfolios, writing samples, journals, original

 literary works, scoring rubrics, teacher-made tests, performance tasks, 

group collaboration, projects (including electronic and printed media 

projects), student self-assessment, and standardized tests to evaluate 

students’ progress and modify instruction.

Assessment methods: final unit plan, reflective essays, 

examinations, in-class participation, including group projects and 

individual presentations.


Skills

1)  Students will be able to locate various teaching resources on various topics.  
2) Students will design a complete teaching unit that evidences content area knowledge combined with a sensitivity toward promoting growth opportunities for all students. 

a) Tennessee Teacher Licensure Standards


i) D. Make connections among various literary selections and between literature 

and other fine arts.


Assessment methods: final unit plan; examination; in-




class participation, including group projects.


ii) E. Relate a wide range of print and visual texts, both classical and 



contemporary, to students’ lives.  

Assessment methods: final unit plan; examination; in-class 

participation, including group projects.

iii)  G. Teach stages of the writing process as they apply to a variety of tasks.



Assessment methods: final unit plan, examinations, in-class 



participation, 
including group projects and individual presentations

iv). J.  Continue to develop reading strategies – such as pre-reading, questioning, 



predicting, accessing prior knowledge and vocabulary development – in 


order to improve comprehension

Assessment methods: final unit plan, examinations, in-class participation, 
including group projects and individual presentations


v) L. Use effective oral communication techniques to foster inquiry and 



interaction in the classroom.  

Assessment methods: in-class participation, including group 

projects and individual presentations.


vi) M. Demonstrate and teach the skills of listening and speaking. 




Assessment methods: final unit  plan, in-class participation, 




including group projects and individual presentations.

vii) R. Teach students to communicate persuasively orally and in writing.

Assessment methods: final unit plan, reflective essays, in-class participation, including group projects and individual presentations.


viii) S. Incorporate questioning techniques that emphasize critical thinking, such 

as inference, evaluation, comparison, contrast, analysis, synthesis, criticism and appreciation.


Assessment methods: final unit plan, reflective essays, in-class 



participation, 
including group projects and individual presentations..
ix) T. Use a variety of formal and informal assessment techniques including 




observations, seminars, portfolios, writing samples, journals, original

 literary works, scoring rubrics, teacher-made tests, performance tasks, 

group collaboration, projects (including electronic and printed media 

projects), student self-assessment, and standardized tests to evaluate 

students’ progress and modify instruction.

Assessment methods: final unit plan, reflective essays, 

examinations, in-class participation, including group projects and 

individual presentations.


Dispositions

1)  Students consider the ethical dimensions of topics and address controversial issues.  


a) Tennessee Teacher Licensure Standards

i) E. Relate a wide range of print and visual texts, both classical and 



contemporary, to students’ lives.

Assessment methods: final unit plan; examination; in-class 

participation, including group projects.




ii) L. Use effective oral communication techniques to foster inquiry and 



interaction in the classroom.

Assessment methods: in-class participation, including group 

projects and individual presentations.




iii) Q. Teach students to apply English language arts across the curriculum.

Assessment methods: final unit plan, reflective essays, 

examinations, in-class participation, including group projects and 

individual presentations.


2) Students are aware of potential social policy implications and think critically and make 

value-based decisions about related social issues. 
a) Tennessee Teacher Licensure Standards

i) S. Incorporate questioning techniques that emphasize critical thinking, such 



as inference, evaluation, comparison, contrast, analysis, synthesis, 



criticism and appreciation.


Assessment methods: final unit plan, reflective essays, in-class 



participation, 
including group projects and individual presentations..

ix) T. Use a variety of formal and informal assessment techniques including 




observations, seminars, portfolios, writing samples, journals, original

 literary works, scoring rubrics, teacher-made tests, performance tasks, 

group collaboration, projects (including electronic and printed media 

projects), student self-assessment, and standardized tests to evaluate 

students’ progress and modify instruction.

Assessment methods: final unit plan, reflective essays, 

examinations, in-class participation, including group projects and 

individual presentations.

3) Students encourage recognition of opposing points of view, respect well-supported positions, are sensitive to cultural similarities and differences and demonstrate a commitment to social responsibility. 


a) Tennessee Teacher Licensure Standards

i) D. Make connections among various literary selections and between literature 


and other fine arts.

Assessment methods: final unit plan; examination; in-





class participation, including group projects


ii) E. Relate a wide range of print and visual texts, both classical and 



contemporary, to students’ lives

Assessment methods: final unit plan; examination; in-class 

participation, including group projects.

iii) M. Demonstrate and teach the skills of listening and speaking.




Assessment methods: final unit  plan, in-class participation, 




including group projects and individual presentations.




iv) P. Support the ongoing English language development of students whose first 




language is not English.

Assessment methods: final unit plan, reflective essays, 

examinations, in-class participation, including group projects and 

individual presentations.

v) T. Use a variety of formal and informal assessment techniques including 




observations, seminars, portfolios, writing samples, journals, original

 literary works, scoring rubrics, teacher-made tests, performance tasks, 

group collaboration, projects (including electronic and printed media 

projects), student self-assessment, and standardized tests to evaluate 

students’ progress and modify instruction.

Assessment methods: final unit plan, reflective essays, 

examinations, in-class participation, including group projects and 

individual presentations.

Content Knowledge
This course prepares the student in practical and theoretical pedagogy of teaching high school English.  It also prepares the student for his/her student teaching experience by giving him/her the practical and theoretical tools necessary to succeed as a student teacher and, eventually, as a professional teacher.
Skills
The course curriculum is organized according to the model established for the Tennessee State University Student Teaching Assessment Form, which is divided into the following skills areas:
1. Planning
2. Teaching Strategies
3. Assessment and Evaluation
4. Learning Environment
5. Professional Growth
6. Communication
In addition to these topics, integration of technology into teaching (with a focus on digital media) will constitute a theme for the course and will be considered in such particular topics as Teaching Strategies, Learning Environment and Professional Growth.  Also, the course will focus on three primary, overlapping skills of English Language Arts teaching: 
1) the teaching of language in form and function; 
2) the teaching of writing; and, 
3) the teaching of literature.  
The teaching of literature will explore a variety of genres including visual literature and digital media.  It will also expose the student to a variety of ways of teaching literature including a range of critical theories (New Criticism, New Historicism, Psychological Criticism, Culture Studies, etc.)
Dispositions
The course provides the student with a thorough understanding of the professional standards for teacher licensure for the State of Tennessee and the Tennessee State University's College of Education's theme “Competent Caring Professionals: Facilitators of Learning with a Multicultural Perspective.”
Portfolio Information (Artifact, Scoring Rubric)
Artifact(s) for Portfolio
Consistent with the of integration of technology into teaching, the student will create and maintain an electronic portfolio (preferably using the TK20 system).  In addition to work for other courses, the student will post Lesson Plans (including Differentiated Lesson Plans and those incorporating digital media), Units of Study, Reflective Essays, Sample Assignments/Tests and Assessment/Evaluation mechanisms.  A formal Teaching Unit Packet (including lesson plans, unit structure, assignments, assessment, etc., developed in ENGL 3710) will be one of the major items for inclusion in the student's electronic portfolio.
Scoring Rubric(s) for Artifact(s)
Learning Unit Rubric
	Unit Plan Essay
	Below Average

	Average

	 Excellent


	20 Points
	Unit Summary
	Limited overview of individual lessons & little articulation of  learning outcomes.
	Some discussion of the individual lessons & adequate articulation of unit's learning outcomes. 
	A well-organized and -developed summary of the individual lessons & full articulation how they cohere to meet the unit's learning outcomes.


	
	Major themes
	Little evidence of  thematic focus
	Some identification of themes in either the individual lessons or unit as a whole.
	Themes connected to individual lessons and unit's learning outcomes.  

	
	Intended outcomes

	Student learning outcomes unclear
	Adequate articulation of outcomes in either the individual lessons or unit as a whole 
	Well-organized and -developed learning outcomes connected to individual lessons and unit's learning outcomes.  

	
	Bibliography
	Text book, 1 secondary source, and 2-3 primary sources
	Text book, 2+ secondary sources, and 3-5 primary sources
	Text book, 3-5 secondary sources, and 5 or more primary sources


	Daily Lesson Plans
	Below Average

	Average

	Excellent


	60 points
	Introduction
	Little or no introduction of individual lessons or unit as a whole.
	Some variation and creativity in introduction of individual lessons and unit as a whole.
	Consistent variation and creativity in introduction of individual lessons and unit as a whole.

	
	Objectives
	Objectives are poorly articulated and lack coherence. 
	Objectives drive the lesson plans and unit as a whole. 
	Objectives drive lesson plans and unit as a whole and are correlated to national and state standards

	
	Resources
	Unit relies only upon primary text book. 
	Unit adequately incorporates primary and secondary texts.
	Unit incorporates a broad variety of texts and media, as appropriate.

	
	Teaching Methods
	Unit provides little or no variation in teaching method(s) (lecture/discussion, homework, group work, etc.).
	Unit provides variation in teaching methods, adequate to maintain student engagement and satisfactory  achievement of learning outcomes.
	Unit uses broad variety of teaching methods to promote high degree of student engagement and exemplary achievement of learning outcomes.  

	
	Conclusion 
	No clear conclusion to individual lessons or unit as a whole.
	Satisfactory conclusion to individual lessons and unit as a whole.  
	Exemplary conclusion to individual lessons and unit as a whole—correlated to national and state standards. 

	
	Bibliography 
	Little or no supporting materials available for unit.  
	Satisfactory incorporation of primary and secondary sources. 
	Exemplary incorporation of annotated primary and secondary sources, including electronic resources, as appropriate. 

	Assessment Tools
	Below Average

	Average

	Excellent


	20 Points
	Planning
	Assessment is poorly timed and paced.
	Assessment incorporates pre- and post-assessment.
	Includes pre- and post- assessment—as well as ongoing formative assessment mechanism(s).

	
	Purpose 
	Assessment focuses on lower order cognitive skills (memorization, etc.).  
	Assessment focuses on higher order cognitive skills (analysis, synthesis, evaluation, etc.).
	Assessment focuses on higher order cognitive skills and engages student in transformative learning experience(s).

	
	Design
	Assessment instruments lack consistent directions, rubrics, etc.
	Assessment instruments include adequately organized and developed directions, rubrics or other instruments for evaluation, as appropriate.
	Assessment instruments include well-organized and -developed directions, rubrics or other instruments for evaluation, as appropriate.


Expectations and General Information:
1) Academic Integrity - You are responsible for what you achieve in this class; therefore neither cheating nor plagiarism will be tolerated.  Any material taken from another work must be documented, and in no case should one represent another’s work as one’s own, this includes information received from others during examinations or submitting another’s assignments, papers, etc. as one’s own.  Students involved in collaborative research, to avoid questions of plagiarism, should exercise extreme caution.  If in doubt, students should check with the major professor.  In addition to the other possible disciplinary sanctions which may be imposed through the regular institutional procedures as a result of academic misconduct, the instructor has the authority to assign an “F” or a zero for the exercise or examination, or to assign an “F” in the course.
2) Classroom conduct – The instructor has the primary responsibility for control over classroom behavior and maintenance of academic integrity, and can order temporary removal or exclusion from the classroom of any student engaged in disruptive conduct or conduct in violation of the general rules and regulations of the institution.
3) Official Course Enrollment - Students who are not on the official class roll may not remain in class.  These students must leave class and may not return to class until they enroll in the course and their names show up on the official class roster.  Please make sure you are in the correct section.
4) Disabled Student Services – Any student who has a condition which might interfere with his/her performance in class is required to contact the office of Disabled Student Services.  This office is located in room #117 Floyd Payne Student Center.  The phone number is 963-7400.  They will provide you with a document stating what type of classroom accommodations, if any, are to be made by the instructor.  The student is to give a copy of this document to the instructor no later than the end of the second week of class.  Failure to do so will result in the instructor making no special accommodations of any kind.  
Grading System
The student’s course grade will be computed on the following approximate averages:

Final Teaching Unit Packet: 40%    

Reflective Essays: 20%    

Research Assignment: 20%     

In-class participation (including documents on electronic portfolio): 20%

Final Examination: 20 %
The short research assignment will be designed by the instructor.  It will take the form of short essay (1000 words) on a topic related to the course subject.  In-class participation may take the form of either individual or group work.  Students will present primary and secondary research material to the class.   The presentations will be evaluated by both peers and the instructor.  The Final Examination will be conducted as scheduled.  
Class participation factors in a student’s attendance, his/her willingness to participate in class discussions and his/her display of having mastered the readings and viewing assignments.  A student is allowed a total of unexcused absences over the course of the semester not to exceed one more than the number of meetings per week.  All excused absences, with appropriate documentation, must be presented to the instructor within one calendar week of the student’s return to class.  Unless they have been officially excused, tardies, or leaving the class before dismissal by the instructor, will be considered as unexcused absences.  
Additional Readings/Resources
Christal, Mary and Scott Sullivan.   Lessons for Creating Media-Rich Classrooms.  Urbana, IL: NCTE,

2007.   
Davis, Barbara Gross.  Tools for Teaching.   San Francisco, CA: Wiley Bass, 1993.
Gardner, Howard.  Multiple Intelligences: The Theory in Practice.  New York: Basic Books, 1993.
Golden, John.  Reading in the Dark: Using Film as a Tool in the English Classroom. Urbana, IL:

NCTE, 2001. 
Iser, Wolfgang.  The Act of Reading.  Baltimore: Johns Hopkins UP, 1978.
Koch, Kenneth.  Wishes, Lies, and Dreams: Teaching Children to Write Poetry.  New York: Vintage

Press, 1970.
Laubach, David C.  Introduction to Folklore. Portsmouth, NH: Boynton/Cook, 1989.
Lazear, David.  Teaching for Multiple Intelligences.  Bloomington: Phi Delta Kappa Educational

Foundation, 1992.
Milner, Joseph O. and  Lucy Milner.  Bridging English.  3rd ed. Columbus, OH: Prentice Hall, 1999.
Noguchi, Rei R. Grammar and the Teaching of Writing: Limits and Possibilities. Urbana, IL: NCTE,

1991. 
Ohanian, Susan.  145 Wonderful Writing Prompts from Favorite Literature.  New York: Scholastic

Press, 1998.
Purves, Alan, Rogers, Theresa and Anna Soter.  How Porcupines Make Love III: Readers, Texts,

Cultures in the Response-based Literature Classroom. 3rd Ed.  New York: Longman, 1995.
Shaughnessey, Mina.  Errors and Expectations.  New York: Oxford UP, 1977.
Tchudi, Susan and Stephen Tchudi.  The English Language Arts Handbook: Classroom Strategies

for Teachers.  2nd Ed.  Portsmouth: Boynton & Cook, 1999.
Websites
Cool Teaching Lessons and Units.  <http://www.coollessons.org/coolunits.htm>
Grammar Bytes.  <http://www.chompchomp.com/menu.htm>
The Grammar Lady.  <http://www.grammarlady.com/>
National Council of Teachers of English.  <http://www.ncte.org/>
National Council for the Accreditation of Teacher Education.  <http://www.ncate.org/>
Rubistar: Creating Rubrics for Your Project-Based Learning Activities.

<http://rubistar.4teachers.org/index.php>
Tennessee Council of Teachers of English.  <http://www.tncte.org/>
Tennessee State Department of Education.  <http://www.state.tn.us/education/> 
Tennessee State Department of Education Curriculum & Instruction 


<http://www.state.tn.us/education/ci/>
	Week
	Dates
	Reading Assignments
	Artifacts, Assignments, In-Class Work

	1
	8/26-28/2008
	Teaching English, Chapters 1 and 2 (Becoming a Teacher and The Students We Teach), pp. 1-29
	Reflective Written Essays on Best and Worst Learning Environments

	
	
	
	Multiple Intelligences Diagnostic

	
	
	
	Content Knowledge Diagnostic

	2
	9/2-4/2008
	Teaching English, Chapter 3 (Understanding Curriculum, Instruction and Planning), pp. 30-71
	Introduction to Oral Literature Texts and Audio Recordings: "Stagger Lee" "Corridos: Gregorio Cortez" "Johnny B. Goode"

	3
	9/9-11/2008
	Teaching English, Chapter 4, (Understanding Language, Teaching about Language), pp. 72-118
	Students presentations (including summary and analysis) of professional articles on language acquisition theory)

	
	
	
	Dialect Speech and Code-; Switching Exercises

	
	
	
	New Media Lab Instruction on Use of Digital Audio Recording and Editing (Podcast Creation)

	
	
	
	Content Knowledge:  Orality into Literacy

	5
	9/16-18/2008
	Teaching English, Chapter 6 (Teaching Composition), cont. 
	Student Evaluation of Sample Freshman Composition Essays used in LLP Faculty "Grade-In"

	
	
	
	Sentence Combining and Decombining Exercises

	
	
	
	Students Create Holistic Grading Scales Using ETS Holistic Grading Scale as a Model

	
	
	
	Analysis of Instructional Unit: Family Pressures (pp. 235-238)

	
	
	
	Content Knowledge: Literary terms and Genres

	6
	9/23-25/2008
	Teaching English, Chapter 7, (Understanding Grammar), pp. 241-266
	Debate the Teaching of Traditional vs. Structural/Transactional Grammar in Secondary ELA class

	
	
	
	Review Sample Praxis Tests on Grammar

	7
	9/30-10/2/2008
	Teaching English, Chapter 7, (Understanding Grammar), cont.
	Students Create Sample Test Questions (Multiple Choice and Short Answer) related to Grammar and Standard Usage

	
	
	
	Class Visit by Dr. Timothy Quain on Teaching Grammar to Secondary Students

	8
	10/7-9/2008
	Teaching English, Chapters 8 and 9, pp. 267-312
	Draft Outline of Sample Lesson Plan

	
	
	
	Sample Research Writing Assignment

	
	
	
	Class Visit by Dr. Samantha Morgan-Curtis on Teaching Research Writing

	9
	10/16/2008
	Teaching English, Chapter 11 (Teaching Literature), pp. 348-392
	Lesson Plan using Oral Literature/New Media in Teaching Print Literature

	
	
	
	New Media Lab Demonstration of Software such as Microsoft Story Editor

	
	
	
	Students Present Literary Text to Class for Lecture/Discussion/Activity

	
	
	
	Content Knowledge: Review of Major Periods and Artists (British)

	10
	10/21-23/2008
	Teaching English, Chapter 12 (Evaluating the Language Arts), pp. 393-423
	Students Create Test using Multiple Question Types (Fill-in-the-blank, True-False, Short Answer and Essay) and providing Answer Key with explanations

	
	
	
	Students Take Peers Tests and Provide Responses

	
	
	
	Review Sample Praxis Tests on Literature

	
	
	
	Content Knowledge: Review of Major Periods and Artists (American)

	11
	10/28-30/2008
	Teaching English, Chapter 13, (Developing Units),  pp. 424-467)
	Student Create Rubric for Evaluation of Final Project Instructional Unit

	
	
	
	Students Workshop Draft(s) of Project Unit Plan

	
	
	
	Content Knowledge: Review of Major Periods and Artists (World)

	12
	11/4-6/2008
	Teaching English, Chapter 13, (Developing Units),  pp. 424-467)
	Students Workshop Final Draft of Project Unit Plan

	
	
	
	Content Knowledge: Review of Major Periods and Artists: Summary

	13
	11/11-13/2008
	Field Observation
	Students Discuss Their Field Experiences and Peer Review their Field Experience Essays

	14
	11/18-20/2008
	Field Observation
	Students Discuss Their Field Experiences and Peer Review their Field Experience Essays

	15
	11/25/2008
	Workshop on Instructional Unit
	Students Review and Revise Instructional Unit with Instructor and Peer Assistance 

	16
	Final Examination: Presentation of Final Project Instructional Unit to Class with Peer Evaluation


�





�








